
MONTECITO FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
AGENDA FOR THE SPECIAL MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Montecito Fire Protection District Headquarters 

 July 22, 2013 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to the provisions of Section 54956 of the 
Government Code, a SPECIAL MEETING of the Governing Board of the Montecito Fire 

Protection District is hereby called for the 22nd day of July, 2013 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Said meeting will be held at  
Montecito Fire District Headquarters, 

595 San Ysidro Road. 
 

1. Public comment:  Any person may address the Board at this time on any non-agenda 
matter that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Montecito Fire Protection 
District. (30 minutes total time is allotted for this discussion.) 

For Information Only: 

2. Fire Chief's report. 

3. Board of Director’s report. 

4. Staff Report on Fire District and MERRAG interaction. 

5. Report from the Finance Committee (Copy of Agenda for Finance Committee Meeting 
Attached). 

6. Report from the Strategic Planning Committee (Copy of Agenda for Strategic Planning 
Committee Meeting Attached). 

7. Report from Director Powell regarding research on District’s policies on Tea Fire 
Rebuilds. 

For Board Action: 

8. Provide direction regarding Strategic Planning Committee recommendation that the 
Committee be authorized to prepare and advertise Request for Proposals for a Standards 
of Cover Study with an enhanced Risk Analysis component.  

9. Consider response to Robert Ornstein regarding letter dated 2/17/13. 

10. Approval of Minutes of June 10, 2013 Special Meeting. 

11. Approval of Minutes of June 17, 2013 Regular Meeting. 

12. Approval of District warrants and claims. 

 





 
 
 

Agenda  
Item #2 

 





Alarm Date Between {6/1/2013} And {6/30/2013} 

Montecito Fire Protection District

Incident Type Report (Summary)

Incident Type Count
Pct of

Incidents
Total

 Est Loss
Pct of
Losses

2 1.94% $0   0.00%
2 1.94% $0 0.00%

1 Fire
111 Building fire 1 0.97% $0   0.00%
1411 Mutual Aid - Forest, woods or wildland 2 1.94% $0   0.00%

3 2.91% $0 0.00%

2 Overpressure Rupture, Explosion, Overheat(no fire)
251 Excessive heat, scorch burns with no 1 0.97% $0   0.00%

1 0.97% $0 0.00%

3 Rescue & Emergency Medical Service Incident
300 Rescue, EMS incident, other 1 0.97% $0   0.00%
320 Emergency medical service, other 2 1.94% $0   0.00%
321 EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with 30 29.13% $0   0.00%

33 32.04% $0 0.00%

4 Hazardous Condition (No Fire)
400 Hazardous condition, Other 1 0.97% $0   0.00%
4001 Tree Down 1 0.97% $0   0.00%
412 Gas leak (natural gas or LPG) 1 0.97% $0   0.00%
440 Electrical  wiring/equipment problem, Other 1 0.97% $0   0.00%
444 Power line down 2 1.94% $0   0.00%

6 5.83% $0 0.00%

5 Service Call
500 Service Call, other 1 0.97% $0   0.00%
520 Water problem, Other 1 0.97% $0   0.00%
531 Smoke or odor removal 1 0.97% $0   0.00%
550 Public service assistance, Other 1 0.97% $0   0.00%
554 Assist invalid 1 0.97% $0   0.00%
571 Cover assignment, standby, moveup 3 2.91% $0   0.00%
5710 Extra Staffing / Emergency Callback 2 1.94% $0   0.00%

10 9.71% $0 0.00%
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Alarm Date Between {6/1/2013} And {6/30/2013} 

Montecito Fire Protection District

Incident Type Report (Summary)

Incident Type Count
Pct of

Incidents
Total

 Est Loss
Pct of
Losses

6 Good Intent Call
600 Good intent call, Other 2 1.94% $0   0.00%
6111 Automatic/Mutual Aid Dispatched, cancelled 12 11.65% $0   0.00%
651 Smoke scare, odor of smoke 3 2.91% $0   0.00%
652 Steam, vapor, fog or dust thought to be 1 0.97% $0   0.00%

18 17.48% $0 0.00%

7 False Alarm & False Call
700 False alarm or false call, Other 5 4.85% $0   0.00%
710 Malicious, mischievous false call, Other 1 0.97% $0   0.00%
730 System malfunction, Other 2 1.94% $0   0.00%
733 Smoke detector activation due to 1 0.97% $0   0.00%
735 Alarm system sounded due to malfunction 5 4.85% $0   0.00%
740 Unintentional transmission of alarm, Other 8 7.77% $0   0.00%
743 Smoke detector activation, no fire - 3 2.91% $0   0.00%
744 Detector activation, no fire - 2 1.94% $0   0.00%
745 Alarm system activation, no fire - 3 2.91% $0   0.00%

30 29.13% $0 0.00%

Total Incident Count: 103 Total Est Loss: $0
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Incident Date Alarm

Alarm Date Between {6/1/2013} And {6/30/2013} 

Montecito Fire Protection District

Monthly Board Report

13-0001331 06/01/2013 02:33:10
SQ91, E93 responded for medical emergency.  SQ91 arrived on scene with AMR on scene prior 
and canceled E93.  SQ91 assisted AMR 23 with ALS care of a person with altered level of 
consciousness.  AMR 23 remained primary care throughout the call.

1120 Hill RD 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 

13-0001333 06/01/2013 05:09:57
Canceled enroute by alarm company, false alarm per the R/P.

303 Meadowbrook DR 
Smoke detector activation, no fire - unintentional

13-0001334 06/01/2013 07:02:18 1375 Plaza De Sonadores 

13-0001335 06/01/2013 10:12:34
E93 Responded to 955 La Paz Road to electrical wires down at Armington B. Upon the 
on-scene arrival of E93, Captain 93 met with Westmont Security who had placed caution 
tape around an oak tree that was leaning into the lower communication cables of the power 
pole. Westmont  Security had notified the utility companies of the situation, and had an 
ETA within the hour. E93 became available on scene, then returned to quarters.

955 La Paz RD 
Electrical  wiring/equipment problem, Other 

13-0001337 06/01/2013 12:50:21
E91 responded to 1941 E Valley on a report of a smoke check. Upon arrival Captain 91 met 
with guard at Burnham Wood gate house. The guard stated that it  was coming off the 
mountain range but it had dissipated by the time E91 arrived. Upon captain -91 
observations it was determined that it was an aircraft con trail.

1941 E Valley RD 
Smoke scare, odor of smoke 

13-0001339 06/01/2013 22:26:47
E91, SQ91 responded to a  reported drug overdose. Firefighters could not gain access 
through the entry gate which was locked, and did switch. Upon patient contact it was 
discovered there was no medical emergency.  Firefighters assisted the patient with his 
nasal canula. 

Firefighters made contact with a responsible party to discuss the necessity of a knox 
override switch, which is imperative if the resident chooses to keep the entry gate 
locked.

1741 Glen Oaks DR 
Rescue, EMS incident, other 

13-0001340 06/02/2013 07:41:56
E91, SQ91 responded to a medical emergency. E91 was released on their arrival by Sq 91. 
MFD assessed patient and assisted with loading for transport to Cottage by AMR.

1639 Fernald Point LN 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 
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Incident Date Alarm

Alarm Date Between {6/1/2013} And {6/30/2013} 

Montecito Fire Protection District

Monthly Board Report

13-0001342 06/02/2013 17:53:14
E91 and SQ 91 responded to a medical emergency, E91 was released by SQ 91. MFD personnel 
assessed patient and transferred care to AMR for transport to SBCH.

1710 San Leandro LN 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 

13-0001345 06/03/2013 08:47:04
E91 responded to a report of a tree blocking the roadway.  Upon arrival, E91 found a 
portion of a large Oak tree blocking the north bound lane of Sheffield Dr.  E91 crew cut 
up the portion of the tree that was blocking the roadway.  932 and Birnam Wood Security 
assisted with traffic control. I made contact with Valley Club maintenance personnel 
because the tree that fell was from their property.  The maintenance representative 
stated that their tree company will remove the remainder of the tree sometime today.

500 BLK, SHEFFIELD DRIVE
Tree Down 

13-0001347 06/03/2013 10:03:21
E91 responded to wires down.  Upon arrival, we found the wire to be a cable line that had 
somehow became dislodged for the pole side connection.  I spoke with the resident that 
the line was coming from.  She stated that she had no utility loss and that she does not 
have cable TV.  She requested that we roll up the wire and place it on her roof near the 
house side connection point.

127 LOUREYRO ST 
Power line down 

13-0001349 06/03/2013 18:51:51
E93  responded to 115 El Cielto Rd to a medical emergency, auto aid with Santa Barbara 
City. E93 cancelled enroute by STB Dispatch.

115 EL CIELITO RD 
Automatic/Mutual Aid Dispatched, cancelled enroute

13-0001351 06/04/2013 08:46:25
E93 W/STB to 1220 Coast Village Rd. MFD was canceled on their arrival.

1220 COAST VILLAGE RD 
Automatic/Mutual Aid Dispatched, cancelled enroute

13-0001352 06/04/2013 10:36:04
E91 investigated a gas odor in the area of East Mountain Drive at Wiman Trailhead. E91 
hiked up the trail with the Eagle gas monitor and found nothing.

PARK WEST LN & E MOUNTAIN 
Good intent call, Other 

13-0001354 06/04/2013 12:16:00
E93 responded automatic aid to Santa Barbara City for a medical emergency. Canceled 
enroute by STB.

21 CEDAR 
Automatic/Mutual Aid Dispatched, cancelled enroute

13-0001364 06/05/2013 18:14:59
E91 responded with CSFD to a waterflow alarm. E91 arrived prior to ME61, saw nothing and 
went into investigative mode. E91 met with the property manager who opened the building 
for the crew. E91C staged all incoming apparatus at East Valley and Cima del Mundo, with 

750 CIMA DEL MUNDO RD 
Alarm system sounded due to malfunction 
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Incident Date Alarm

Alarm Date Between {6/1/2013} And {6/30/2013} 

Montecito Fire Protection District

Monthly Board Report

the exception of ME61 who was staged at the entrance to the facility. After the main 
buildling was cleared of hazardous conditions it was determined that the alarm panel had 
malfunctioned and the response assignment was released. E91 met with the building alarm 
technician, assisted in reset of the system and returned to quarters.

13-0001368 06/05/2013 22:51:17
E91, SQ91 responded to a medical emergency, an individual with a head laceration. AMR at 
scene prior to MFD equipment. MFD personnel assisted with patient treatment and accident 
investigation with SBSO. Patient was transported to SBCH by AMR. ePCR via AMR.

315 MALAGA DR 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 

13-0001371 06/06/2013 16:43:19
E93 responded to a Fire Alarm. On arrival we found smoke in the structure due to food 
left on the stove. Engine 93 personnel evacuated smoke from the structure and 
cleaned/swept the kitchen of the exploded food.

2692 SYCAMORE CANYON RD 
Smoke or odor removal 

13-0001372 06/06/2013 16:44:13
E91 canceled enroute, non injury.

N HIGHWAY 101 & PADARO 
Automatic/Mutual Aid Dispatched, cancelled enroute

13-0001375 06/07/2013 03:54:47
E93 responded for a fire alarm. On arrival Biltmore security cancelled the alarm due to a 
short in the system.

1260 CHANNEL DR 
System malfunction, Other 

13-0001376 06/07/2013 04:06:39
E91, Sq 91 responded to a Medical Alarm at 848 Picacho Lane. This was a false alarm, 
units returned.

848 PICACHO LN 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 

13-0001378 06/07/2013 07:40:59
B916, E91, E93, SQ91 responded to a report of a possible structure fire.  Upon SQ91 
arrival they gave an initial size up.  Their report was nothing showing investigative 
mode.  Upon my arrival (E93) I level one staged all incoming equipment.  E93 and SQ 91 
crews completed a walk around of the property with thermal and visual equipment and found 
no evidence of a problem from the exterior.  After confirming with 916, the decision was 
made to force entry to clear the interior of the structure. MFD crews gained access 
through a kitchen door by breaking a small pane of glass with-in the door.  After 
completing a complete search of the interior, it was determined to be a false alarm. 
All other equipment was released from incident.  E93 remained on scene to secure the 
property. E93 placed a door hanger on the residence, and contacted the Alarm Company. 
After returning to quarters I was able to make contact with the homeowner and describe 
the action thatwas taken at the  residence.

248 MIDDLE RD 
False alarm or false call, Other 
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Incident Date Alarm

Alarm Date Between {6/1/2013} And {6/30/2013} 

Montecito Fire Protection District

Monthly Board Report

13-0001380 06/07/2013 10:21:17
E91, P91 and U93 responded to a smoke investigation in the area of the lower Romero 
trail. U93 (RUBIO) was conducting work on the trail at the time of alarm and reported no 
smoke seen in the area, nor did he receive any reports from bicyclists on the trail who 
saw any smoke. P91 (ANDREAS)  was in area conducting weed abatement, attached to E91 
arrived in the area of visual  advantage and also saw only wisps of clouds, mid-slope in 
several locations along the Romero range. All equipment was cancelled and returned. U93 
returned to prior detail in the area.

2500 BELLA VISTA RD 
Steam, vapor, fog or dust thought to be smoke 

13-0001381 06/07/2013 13:44:03
E91 responded to a fire alarm ringing. Nothing showing upon arrival at the outside knox 
gate. E91 made entry to the grounds, and met with the caretaker who showed E91 personnel 
where the bedroom alarms were ringing. All cathedral ceilings were of modern 
construction,  and showed no signs of fire, smoke or other hazardous condition. E91 
personnel  used thermal imaging to verify cool ceiling void spaces and then assisted the 
arriving home owner in restoring service. The system was unable to be reset due to a 
faulty sensor, and the homeowner was directed to contact the alarm company for a 
technician to repair the problem. E91 returned to quarters.

1676 EAST VALLEY RD 
Alarm system sounded due to malfunction 

13-0001385 06/07/2013 18:08:59
E93, SQ91 responded to a fall patient.  Upon our arrival, we found an elderly female 
lying on the ground. MFD assessed the patient and bandaged a small skin tear to her left 
arm.  The patient refused transport and signed an AMA. All equipment returned to 
quarters.

COLD SPRING RD & SYCAMORE 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 

13-0001386 06/07/2013 18:23:40
E91 responded to an ill person who's wife called 9-1-1. Upon arrival MFD, found AMR 
conducting an initial patient interview and MFD paramedic personnel assisted them in 
completing an ALS assessment. The balance of E91 personnel  retrieved the stairchair 
equipment from the ambulance to allow the patient transport from the third floor to the 
vehicle. After the patient was appropriately packaged for transport, AMR took the patient 
to SBCH for additional medical followup.

98 SEAVIEW DR 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 

13-0001388 06/07/2013 21:20:08
E93 responded to a report of Fire Alarms Ringing.  MFD was canceled by resident prior to 
arrival.

1260 CHANNEL DR 
Unintentional transmission of alarm, Other 
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Incident Date Alarm

Alarm Date Between {6/1/2013} And {6/30/2013} 

Montecito Fire Protection District

Monthly Board Report

13-0001394 06/08/2013 13:52:05
E91 responded for fire alarms ringing. Canceled enroute by alarm company.

1649 FERNALD POINT LN 
False alarm or false call, Other 

13-0001398 06/08/2013 19:27:34
E93 responded auto aid with STB E2, to a fall patient. E93 crew assisted STB and AMR 
medics with patient care. The patient was transported to Cottage Hospital by AMR.

105 CALLE BELLO 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 

13-0001399 06/09/2013 00:36:07
E93 responded auto aid with STB E2, to a possible heart attack. E93 crew was cancelled on 
scene by STB E2. E93 became available and returned to quarters.

105 CALLE BELLO 
Automatic/Mutual Aid Dispatched, cancelled enroute

13-0001401 06/09/2013 05:18:27
E93 responded to 955 La Paz Road for a fire alarm ringing - a manual pull alarm at the 
pool. E93 was cancelled enroute by South Coast Dispatch.

955 LA PAZ RD 
Malicious, mischievous false call, Other 

13-0001404 06/09/2013 15:06:26
E91 responded to a report of Fire Alarms Ringing.  MFD was canceled by alarm company 
prior to arrival.

1727 FERNALD POINT LN 
Unintentional transmission of alarm, Other 

13-0001405 06/09/2013 15:10:54
E91 responded to a report of Fire Alarms Ringing.  MFD was canceled by alarm company 
prior to arrival.

815 HOT SPRINGS RD 
Unintentional transmission of alarm, Other 

13-0001406 06/09/2013 16:27:59
SQ91 responded  C2  for a Lift Assist.  Upon arrival, MFD assessed for injuries, found 
none and assisted resident up from fall.  SQ91 returned to quarters.

1081 E MOUNTAIN DR 
Public service assistance, Other 

13-0001407 06/09/2013 19:07:49
E91 responded to Fire Alarms Ringing.  This was a system malfunction.  Alarm Company was 
notified.

617 OLIVE RD 
Alarm system sounded due to malfunction 

13-0001413 06/10/2013 10:53:57
E91, SQ91 responded for difficulty breathing at 1741 Glen Oaks Dr. MTO personnel assessed 
and treated the patient. SQ91 and one firefighter from E91 accompanied the patient to 
SBCH ER with AMR. See PCR for detailed patient information.

After the patient had been transported, the patients spouse stated that she suspected 

1741 GLEN OAKS DR 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 

07/18/2013 17:24 5Page



Incident Date Alarm

Alarm Date Between {6/1/2013} And {6/30/2013} 

Montecito Fire Protection District

Monthly Board Report

they were being taken advantage of financially by a caregiver. E91 took down the details 
and filed a report of suspected elder abuse with SBCO Adult Protective Services.

Phone report made at 12:30
Written report Faxed at 12:40

13-0001415 06/11/2013 01:05:03
E91 responded to fire alarms ringing at Montecito Union School. No audible alarm detected 
on arrival. E91 personnel conducted a sweep of all buildings on campus; finding nothing. 
E91 returned to service.

385 SAN YSIDRO RD 
Alarm system sounded due to malfunction 

13-0001416 06/11/2013 08:54:59
E93 responded to Fire Alarms Ringing.  MFD investigated and found alarm was set off by 
contractor using gas powered equipment indoors. E92 crew advised contractor of better 
ventilation methods to use in the future to not set off detectors and better his health. 
Alarm Company was notified.

430 Alcala LN 
Alarm system activation, no fire - unintentional 

13-0001420 06/11/2013 15:17:17
E93 was dispatched to the report of fire alarms ringing at residence.  915 was in the 
area so responded as well.  915 arrived first on scene and 
found residents home with service being performed on fire alarm system. False alarm due 
to malfunction.

298 E Mountain DR 
Alarm system activation, no fire - unintentional 

13-0001421 06/11/2013 16:10:02
E93 dispatched with Engine 7 for a medical emergency.  Engine 7 cancelled engine 93 
before E93 arrived on scene.  E93 returned to quarters.

133 El Cielito RD 
Automatic/Mutual Aid Dispatched, cancelled enroute

13-0001429 06/12/2013 10:10:19
E91, SQ91 responded to a fall victim at 630 Hot Springs. MTO personnel assessed and 
treated the patient; transferring care to AMR for transport to SBCH. See EPCR for 
detailed pt info.

630 Hot Springs RD 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 

13-0001430 06/12/2013 12:08:10
E91 & SQ91 Responded for difficulty breathing. SQ91 canceled E91 upon patient contact. Pt 
was evaluated by SQ91 and pt care was transferred to AMR medics for transport to the ED 
for evaluation.

2031 PACKING HOUSE RD 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 
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Incident Date Alarm

Alarm Date Between {6/1/2013} And {6/30/2013} 

Montecito Fire Protection District

Monthly Board Report

13-0001435 06/12/2013 13:05:30
E91 responded auto aid to 1125 Mark Ave in Carpenteria for a waterflow alarm. Canceled 
enroute by B614

1125 MARK AVE 
Automatic/Mutual Aid Dispatched, cancelled enroute

13-0001431 06/12/2013 19:30:31
E93 responded  to a fire alarm at 20 Sierra Vista Road. Canceled enroute by South Coast 
Dispatch.

20 Sierra Vista RD 
Automatic/Mutual Aid Dispatched, cancelled enroute

13-0001432 06/12/2013 19:37:24
E93 responded to Coyote Road and East Mountain Drive for a smoke check in the area. E93 
went on scene in the area , and it was determined that there was smoke coming from two 
residence's fireplaces. One at 189  East Mountain drive , and 289 East Mountain Drive. 
Also reported by the Captain of E93 that the fog and low clouds were rolling in on the 
foot hills of East Mountain drive and that this added to the appearance of smoke in the 
area.

Coyote Rd / E Mountain DR 
Smoke scare, odor of smoke 

13-0001439 06/13/2013 13:59:34
This was a false alarm set off by construction company.

743 San Ysidro RD 
Unintentional transmission of alarm, Other 

13-0001441 06/13/2013 17:29:25
Canceled enroute, construction again. Alarm Company advised the system has been put on 
test for the next week while construction is occurring.

743 San Ysidro RD 
Smoke detector activation, no fire - unintentional

13-0001445 06/14/2013 14:10:11
ADT Aarm Co. contacted Dispatch, reporting a smoke alarm activation.  Dispatch personnel 
made contact with resident,  who stated the alarm was false.

415 Hot Springs RD 
Smoke detector activation, no fire - unintentional

13-0001448 06/14/2013 19:08:51
E91, SQ91 responded for an allergic reaction in the dining room at Casa Dorinda. MTO 
personnel assessed, treated and accompanied the patient to SBCH ER. See EPCR for detailed 
information.

300 Hot Springs RD 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 

13-0001449 06/14/2013 20:09:04
E91, SQ91 responded for a GI bleed. MTO assessed and treated the patient. Care 
transferred to AMR for transport to SBCH. See EPCR for detailed information.

1741 Glen Oaks DR 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 
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Incident Date Alarm

Alarm Date Between {6/1/2013} And {6/30/2013} 

Montecito Fire Protection District

Monthly Board Report

13-0001453 06/15/2013 09:28:38
E91, SQ91 responded to a fall patient. The call was reduced to Code 2 - E91 continued in 
to assist SQ91.

865 ROMERO CANYON RD 
Emergency medical service, other 

13-0001454 06/15/2013 09:47:10
Call was canceled prior to dispatch, steam set off alarm.

330 Malaga DR 
Detector activation, no fire - unintentional 

13-0001457 06/16/2013 02:17:06
E93 responded to a reported water main leak.  E93 investigated the area, but was unable 
to locate any water leak.

Coyote Rd / E Mountain DR 
Water problem, Other 

13-0001459 06/16/2013 19:48:39
E93 responded to a medical with STB.  E93 was cancelled by E2 prior to arrival.

1062 Coast Village RD /E
Automatic/Mutual Aid Dispatched, cancelled enroute

13-0001461 06/17/2013 01:38:20
E91 and SQ91 responded to a medical emergency, an injured fall victim. MFD co-arrival 
with AMR located the patient and initiated an ALS assessment. The patient was carried 
down stairs to the ambulance in preparation for transfer of care and transport by AMR.

1375 Plaza De Sonadores 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 

13-0001463 06/17/2013 11:06:03
E91 responded to 880 Park Lane to a fire alarm ringing, E91 was cancelled enroute by 
South Coast Dispatch.

880 Park Hill LN 
False alarm or false call, Other 

13-0001466 06/17/2013 13:38:03
E91 responded to 551 Crocker Sperry Drive to a fire alarm ringing, E91 was cancelled 
enroute to the the incident by South Coast Dispatch.

551 Crocker Sperry DR 
Smoke detector activation due to malfunction 

13-0001467 06/17/2013 14:04:33
E91 responded to 1845 East Mountain Drive to a fire alarm ringing, E91 was cancelled 
enroute to the incident by South Coast Dispatch, who spoke to the resident that stated 
construction work activated the alarm.

1845 E Mountain DR 
Detector activation, no fire - unintentional 

13-0001468 06/17/2013 16:38:16
KLEMOWICZ TO CARSTEN INC.  FEMT // 0-14

CARSTENS RD/HWY 140
Mutual Aid - Forest, woods or wildland fire 
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Alarm Date Between {6/1/2013} And {6/30/2013} 

Montecito Fire Protection District

Monthly Board Report

13-0001469 06/17/2013 18:00:19
Engine 93 responded to a  Fire Alarm and was canceled enroute by South Coast Dispatch.

1260 Channel DR 
System malfunction, Other 

13-0001474 06/18/2013 14:23:09
E91 and SQ91 responded to a medical emergency, back pain and nausea.  An ALS assessment 
was completed by SQ91 paramedics and care was transferred to AMR upon their arrival. MFD 
personnel assisted the patient to the ambulance for transport to SBCH.

677 ORCHARD AVE 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 

13-0001476 06/18/2013 17:12:03
E91 responded to an odor investigation. Upon arrival, E91 found a recently fertilized 
golf course (Burnham Wood Golf Club) that was emitting the odor. No other problems were 
noted. E91 met with the RP on Midwick Ln and indicated that the nuisance odor was not 
toxic but a byproduct of decomposition of the fertilizer.

0 Packing House RD 
Hazardous condition, Other 

13-0001477 06/18/2013 18:16:53
E91 and SQ91 responded to a medical.  Upon arrival, MFD assessed patient and assisted 
with preparation for transportation to hospital.

1411 S Jameson LN 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 

13-0001480 06/19/2013 02:40:28
E93 responded automatic aid with STB.  Upon arrival MFD assessed the patient, took vital 
and assisted AMR with packaging the patient.  Patient was transported to Cottage 
Hospital.

111 Calle Bello 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 

13-0001481 06/19/2013 05:40:50
E93 responded to a code 2 lift assist.  Upon arrival MFD assessed the patient and took 
vital signs.  After the assessment it was determined that the patient should go to the 
hospital.  E93 had South Coast respond an ambulance.  Patient was transported to Cottage 
Hospital.

335 Calle Hermoso 
Assist invalid 

13-0001483 06/19/2013 11:15:36
E93 responded to wires down.  Upon arrival, we found a cable line lying across the north 
bound lane.  E93 remove the wire and notified the resident that his service drop had been 
broken.  Cox cable was notified.

139 Olive Mill RD 
Power line down 

13-0001484 06/19/2013 13:34:40
E91, B915 responded automatic aid with CSFD to a greenhouse fire that resulted from a 
natural gas leak explosion. E62 was initially dispatched to a reported ill person at the 
scene of a gas leak. Upon E62 arrival found a burn victim and a working structure fire. 

3809 Via Real 
Building fire 
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Alarm Date Between {6/1/2013} And {6/30/2013} 

Montecito Fire Protection District

Monthly Board Report

E62 requested a full structure response. E61, E25, E91 BC614 and BC915 responed. E61 & 
BC614 onscene prior MTO arrival. BC614 assumed command assigned E91 Level 1 stage BC915 
unassigned. Command reported fire out, E25 to cover sector 61 and E91 to cover sector 62 
BC915 released.

13-0001485 06/19/2013 13:40:55
E93  responded to cover Carp station 1.  E93 was cancelled prior to arrival.

911 Walnut AV 
Cover assignment, standby, moveup 

13-0001487 06/19/2013 14:03:54
E91 stood by and covered Carpenteria station 2 after E91 was released from Carpenteria 
alarm 1484. E91 remained on scene until released by ME62. No other request for aid was 
given during this time. E91 returned to MFD with out incident.

2375 Lillie Av 
Cover assignment, standby, moveup 

13-0001491 06/20/2013 12:35:49
E93, SQ91 responded to a report of a gas main break.  Upon our arrival the gas company 
was on scene and informed us that the gas line had been shut off.  all equipment 
returned.

2240 Sycamore Canyon RD 
Gas leak (natural gas or LPG) 

13-0001494 06/20/2013 14:21:30
E93 and SQ91 responded to a medical.  Upon arrival, MFD found AMR with patient. E93 was 
cancelled. SQ91 assisted AMR and prepared the pt for transport. Scene was cleared with 
out incident.

1260 Channel DR /JACUZZI
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 

13-0001496 06/20/2013 14:43:58
E93 responded to a immediate need request for a brush fire in Orcutt.  E93 arrived and 
checked in.  Approximately 15 minutes later we were released.  E93 returned to Montecito.

E RICE RANCH RD / ORCUTT 
Mutual Aid - Forest, woods or wildland fire 

13-0001498 06/20/2013 19:10:05
E91, SQ91 responded to a medical emergency, a fall victim upstairs in their home. Upon 
arrival SQ91 conducted an ALS assessment, and determined best method for t

1398 Plaza Pacifica 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 

13-0001499 06/20/2013 19:20:59
E93 responded with STB to a Medical Emergency .  Upon arrival, E93 assessed the patient 
and took vital signs. City Engine 2 was cancelled and AMR arrived on scene and Patient 
care was transferred. E93 returned to quarters

16 Augusta LN 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 
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13-0001501 06/20/2013 22:02:35
E93 responded to cover STB station 2.  We covered the station for about 2 hours and 
returned to quarters.

819 Cacique ST 
Cover assignment, standby, moveup 

13-0001502 06/21/2013 01:15:12
E93, SQ91 responded to a medical emergency.  Upon arrival MFD assessed the patient and 
took vital signs.  The Patient refused transport and signed an AMA form.  all equipment 
returned to quarters.

937 Arcady RD 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 

13-0001510 06/21/2013 19:52:37
E-91 and Sq-91 responded to a reported medical call at 1483 E. Valley Rd., Pt. was 
evaluated by MTO medics. Pt. refused transport but was advised to seek further medical 
attention. We believe Pt. was transported to cottage via POV.

1483 E Valley RD /SUITE 20
Emergency medical service, other 

13-0001514 06/22/2013 19:42:38
ME93 responded automatic aid with CSFD on a structure fire. ME93 was cancelled enroute by 
CSFD.

1067 Casitas Pass RD /202
Automatic/Mutual Aid Dispatched, cancelled enroute

13-0001519 06/23/2013 08:32:59
E91, SQ91 responded to a subject bleeding at 1570 Green Ave. MTO personnel assessed & 
treated the patient then transferred care to AMR for transport to SBCH. See PCR for 
detailed pt information.

1570 Green LN 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 

13-0001520 06/23/2013 09:41:18
E91, SQ91 responded for an injured subject at 505 El Bosque Rd. MTO personnel assessed & 
treated the patient then transferred care to AMR for transport to SBCH. See PCR for 
detailed pt information.

505 El Bosque RD 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 

13-0001523 06/23/2013 20:27:05
E91, SQ91 responded for difficulty breathing at 300 Hot Springs Rd. MTO personnel 
assessed & treated the patient then transferred care to AMR for transport to SBCH. See 
PCR for detailed pt information.

300 Hot Springs RD 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 

13-0001524 06/23/2013 22:39:37
E93 responded with SQ91 to 190 Middle Road to a medical emergency. E93 crew assisted SQ91 
and AMR mediics with vitals and patient care. The patient was transported to Cottage E.R. 
by AMR medics.

290 Middle RD 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 
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13-0001530 06/24/2013 23:02:35
This was a false lifeline alarm.

848 Picacho LN 
False alarm or false call, Other 

13-0001531 06/25/2013 11:26:36
E91 Responded to fire alarms ringing at 150 Pomar Ln. Canceled enroute.

150 Pomar LN 
Unintentional transmission of alarm, Other 

13-0001532 06/25/2013 11:31:10
E91 responded for fire alarms ringing at 1522 East Mountain Drive. On arrival, E91 found 
an 4000 sq foot residence with no smoke showing and no audible alarm. E91 met with the 
estate groundskeeper who made phone contact with the home's resident. Per the resident, 
the alarm had  been disabled 10 minutes PTA in order to change the batteries in an a 
bedroom smoke detector and he was unsure why it had sounded. The resident stated he would 
request Bay Alarm to inspect the system. E91 returned to service.

1522 EAST MTN 
False alarm or false call, Other 

13-0001533 06/25/2013 11:44:26
While enroute to fire alarm, dispatch received a call from Bay Alarm stating home owner 
had been contacted and that we could cancel our response, no problem.  B912 responded to 
the call to make contact with plumber at scene.

150 Pomar LN 
Unintentional transmission of alarm, Other 

13-0001540 06/26/2013 15:42:43
E91, SQ91, 915 & ME 62 responded to a vehicle fire 101 S/B at Sheffield. 915 arrived on 
scene and advised overheated vehicle, no fire. All units canceled and returned.

Hwy 101 / Sheffield Dr Sb 
Excessive heat, scorch burns with no ignition 

13-0001544 06/27/2013 08:43:09 COLORADO

13-0001547 06/27/2013 13:51:39
E91, E93, SQ91, B914 responded to a report of Fire Alarms Ringing.  MFD was canceled by 
alarm company prior to arrival.

1801 Fernald Point LN 
Unintentional transmission of alarm, Other 

13-0001551 06/27/2013 20:05:50
E91, SQ91 responded to Casa Dorinda for abdominal pain. MTO Personnel found the patient 
sitting upright in bed in care of Casa Dorinda staff RN. MTO personnel performed a 
thorough assessment including cardiac monitoring and pulse oxymetry. The patient was 
assisted to the ambulance gurney and care was transferred to AMR Paramedic W. Walsh who 
accompanied the patient to SBCH ER. See PCR for detailed patient information.

300 Hot Springs RD /F139
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 
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13-0001554 06/28/2013 08:00:00
4 person emergency callback for extra staffing.

595 San Ysidro RD 
Extra Staffing / Emergency Callback 

13-0001557 06/28/2013 15:15:32
E91 was canceled enroute by the alarm company prior to leaving MTO property. E91 returned 
to quarters.

3165 Padaro LN 
Automatic/Mutual Aid Dispatched, cancelled enroute

13-0001560 06/28/2013 20:23:28
E91, SQ91 responded to Seizures at 1770 Glen Oaks. MFD assessed and treated the patient. 
MTO loaded the patient and transferred patient care to AMR upon their arrival. The 
patient was transported to SBCH and MFD equipment returned to quarters.

1770 Glen Oaks DR 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 

13-0001564 06/29/2013 08:03:44
MTO District personnel Emergency Callback for Red Flag Weather Event. MERRAG also 
activated. MTO DOC was set up. Crews and MERRAG personnel maintained a high public 
profile; including staging at trail heads with public information regarding fire danger 
and continue patrols within the district. MERRAG personnel on duty until 2000 hrs. MTO 
Emergency Callback crews (E-391 & E-392 ) on duty until 0800 hrs 6/30/13.

JUNE WEATHER 3
Extra Staffing / Emergency Callback 

13-0001565 06/29/2013 10:04:53
E91 and SQ91 responded to a medical.  Upon arrival, MFD assessed patient and assisted 
with preparation for transportation to hospital.  SQ91 continued to hospital with 
ambulance for patient follow-up. E91 returned to prior detail.

EAST VALLEY RD & LILAC RD 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 

13-0001567 06/29/2013 12:18:55
ME93 responded to Fire Alarms Ringing.  MFD was cancelled by the alarm company prior to 
arrival. ME93 returned to quarters.

955 La Paz RD 
Alarm system activation, no fire - unintentional 

13-0001568 06/29/2013 13:16:36
E91 responded to Fire Alarms Ringing.  E91 used a knox key to gain access to the property 
and do a perimeter search of the residence. Capt 91 determined this was a system 
malfunction, and E91 returned to prior detail. The  Alarm Company was notified.

811 Park Hill LN 
Alarm system sounded due to malfunction 

13-0001571 06/30/2013 00:42:44
E91, SQ91 responded to a possible vehicle accident on East Valley Rd. Upon arrival Capt 
91 determined it was a medical emergency and not an accident. The vehicle was running , 
in drive, and on the front lawn of a private property. The driver of the vehicle was 
unconscious and behind the wheel. The CHP forced entry into the vehicle and shut off the 

1455 E Valley RD 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 
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ignition. MFD assessed the patient provided full c-spine  precautions and loaded the 
patient for transport to SBCH. One MFD paramedic rode in the ambulance to cottage 
hospitable. E91 returned to quarters.

13-0001572 06/30/2013 07:00:48
B-916, ME-93, Sq -91, B-713, STB E-7, STB Sq-1 SBC E-15 - responded to a reported vehicle 
over the side in the 200 blk of West Mountain Drive. ME-93 on scene reported a single 
vehicle over the side approx. 100' down the embankment. B-916 on scene assumed command 
and named the Incident Mountain Command. ME-93 and Sq-91 went over the side unassisted by 
rope system to assess vehicle and occupants. B-713 and STB Sq-1 continued to the 
incident.  SBC E-15 and STB E-7 were canceled enroute. Upon investigation and a complete 
grid search with the use of Thermal Imaging Cameras, it was determined that the driver / 
occupants had previously left the scene. Residents in the area stated that they had heard 
what sounded like vehicles racing early that Morning (approx 0200hrs) and possibly what 
sounded like a vehicle accident at the same time. Crews completed a vehicle assessment 
and made sure no fluids were leaking. The vehicle (Late model Wht Mazda #3 Ca License 
Plate 6NPL161) was on its side leaning against a large tree. Upon arrival of CHP, the 
scene was turned over and Mountain Command was dissolved. All units returned to quarters.

225 W MOUNTAIN DR 
EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 

13-0001574 06/30/2013 09:51:25
E93 responded to a fire alarm. Upon arrival found all occupants evacuated, security on 
scene and RA who stated she set off fire alarm with burnt food. Investigated and 
ventilated kitchen alarm reset by security.

955 LA PAZ RD 
Unintentional transmission of alarm, Other 

13-0001575 06/30/2013 11:53:35
E91 responded to a possible hazardous condition, upon arrival E91 met with the RP and 
investigated. E91 determined it was insect pet spray  that was sprayed on  some insects 
in the kitchen/dining area. Capt 91 advised the residents to wipe off the table , chairs 
and surrounding area prior to eating at the table. E91 also advised the residents to use 
rubber gloves while cleaning.

1634 Moore RD 
Service Call, other 

13-0001579 06/30/2013 15:45:58
E91 responded W/CSFD 101 S/B at Reynolds on a Traffic Accident. (ME62 was diverted to 
another call). E91 was canceled enroute, non injury. E91 returned to prior detail.

Reynolds Av Sb Offramp
Automatic/Mutual Aid Dispatched, cancelled enroute

13-0001582 06/30/2013 20:43:31
E91, SQ91 responded to a Medical Emergency, 101 S/B at San Ysidro Off Ramp. This was a 
false alarm, mechanical problem with a vehicle. MFD equipment returned to quarters.

0 San Ysidro Rd Sb Offramp 
Good intent call, Other 
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13-0001585 06/30/2013 22:14:02
E93 responded to a smoke odor investigation outside 1288 Spring Rd. Checked the area with 
positive smoke odor and found nothing. Made contact with RP and was unable to determine 
source. Investigated property at 73 and 75 Olive Mill Rd. with property owners found 
nothing . E93 returned to quarters.

1288 Spring RD 
Smoke scare, odor of smoke 

Total Incident Count 103
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S T A F F  R E P O R T  
Prepared for: Montecito Fire Protection Board of Directors 
Prepared by:  Fire Chief Chip Hickman 
Date:  July 18, 2013 
Topic:   Fire District Interaction with MERRAG 
  

Background or History 

Montecito Fire serves as the lead agency in organinzing, training, and coordinating MERRAG 
activities to ensure volunteers are prepared to assist in the event of a large scale disaster.  
 

The initial goal of Chief McElwee was to organize and structure a disaster preparation plan which 
would minimize property damage, restore basic services as quickly as possible and expand the pool 
of resources available during an emergency, especially for the critical first 72 hour period.  

In order to maximize the "self help" potential of the Montecito community during those first 72 
hours, in 1987, Chief McElwee contacted the general managers of the Montecito Water District 
and the Montecito Sanitary District to enlist their support for a cooperative effort in disaster 
preparedness. 

In 1992 Chief McClain applied for MERRAG to became a 501(c)3 organization.  By-Laws were 
also created in 1998 identifying Fire District headquarters as the “Principal Office” for the 
transaction of the business. 

In 1992, Chief McClain authored the MERRAG articles of incorporation which included the 
following as its statement of purpose: 

The purpose of MERRAG ( Montecito Emergency Response and Recovery Action 
Group) is to coordinate preparation for, and response to any Montecito area 
disaster (earthquake, wildfire, hazardous material spill etc.) by serving as liaison 
between participating members and the community at large.  

Specific activities might include community wide distribution of educational 
materials, formation of site specific or type-specific response plans, arranging 
training of members in disaster response skills and sponsoring community events to 
promote disaster preparedness. 



The coordinated planning that was undertaken by the Districts led to the establishment of a 
communication system, the development of a resources list of equipment, materials and personnel.  

The special districts made significant improvements in the community's emergency response 
capability during this initial work, and other community organizations became aware of the effort. 
The program developed an identity of its own, and membership grew to include schools, churches, 
home owner groups and businesses. 

MERRAG has now become a unique combination of public and private organizations working 
together for the development of a community-wide disaster planning.  

There was an effort on the part of Chief McElwee to increase MERRAG member’s ability to 
support of the Fire District.  He recognized that the group needed to be organized and staffed by 
people trained to coordinate with the disaster professionals.  Classes were organized to train 
MERRAG volunteers in the Incident Command System (ICS), first aid, and CPR.  
 
In 2002 President Bush asked Americans to volunteer their services in order to improve and 
safeguard their country. Harnessing the spirit of cooperation that developed as a result of the 
tragic events of September 11th, he created the Citizen Corps Program to organize volunteer 
services in the areas of crime, natural disasters and terrorism. The Community Emergency 
Response Team or (CERT) is a part of the Citizen Corps Program. The CERT program offers 
standardized disaster training in 8 key areas. 
 
In 2004, Chief McClain brought the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) training 
program to MERRAG to further expand their skills. 
 
CERT expanded their training to include:  
 

Disaster Awareness & Emergency Preparedness (KITS)  ........ cert module 1 
Fire Safety ................................................................................. cert module 2 

Disaster Medical Operations I .................................................. cert module 3 

Disaster Medical Operations II ................................................. cert module 4 

Light Search & Rescue ............................................................. cert module 5 

MERRAG Activation /CERT Organization ............................. cert module 6 

Disaster Psychology .................................................................. cert module 7 

Terrorism & CERT ................................................................... cert module 8 

 
MERRAG members volunteer to be available 24/7 to further assist in responding to disasters. 
Two volunteers carry cell phones, and respond as needed.  MERRAG volunteers not only bring 
an added workforce to for use during emergencies, but they offer the additional equipment and 
supplies from their own organizations. Each member organization and each individual volunteer 
is better prepared at his or her own place of business or at home for emergencies. Their 
individual preparation, as well as their support of the community-wide MERRAG program 
improves Montecito's ability to minimize the impact of disasters and to maximize the recovery 
after one. 



Discussion 

The majority of all national CERT programs are all managed by a fire agency as they are the 
agency most likely to be in need of volunteers following disasters.  
 
Funding for MERRAG equipment, such as team member supplies, radios and road barricades are 
paid for by membership contributions, and grants.  
 
Montecito Fire Involvement 
 

• Monthly training 
• Overall Coordination of the MERRAG Program 
• Oversight of MERRAG Communications Program 
• Oversight and direction of activation procedures 
• Staff participates on their Board of Directors as Treasurer and manages finances 
• Website management 
• Storage MERRAG radios/equipment 

 
Montecito Fire Benefits 
 

• Mobile Communications Unit  
• Additional resources for use during emergencies (vehicles, generators, heavy equipment, etc.) 
• Generator in place at E. Valley Chevron to provide fueling to emergency vehicles during power 

outages. 
• Volunteers assist in traffic control during evacuations. 
• Volunteers assist during weather events: 

o Flooding  
o Wind/Storms 
o High Fire Danger/Trail Program 

• Volunteers assist set up District’s Emergency Operation Center when other personnel are 
responding to the incident at hand. 

• Volunteers assist with disseminating Public Information during emergencies at Kiosk 
locations. 

• Radio communication system which can provide crucial information about District 
conditions when normal communication methods are out of service or down.  

 
 
Conclusion  

The initial goals set out by Chief McElwee have not only been met, but have exceeded his initial 
vision for the group. Not only are they better trained to assist the community in recovering from 
disasters, they have also become an important partner in assisting the Fire District before 
disasters strike.  
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From: John Venable <johnvenable3@yahoo.com> 
To: Bob Ornstein <bobornstein@yahoo.com>  
Cc: "chickman@montecitofire.com" <chickman@montecitofire.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2013 12:20 PM 
Subject: Re: Follow Up to Request Status Re: February 17, 2013 Letter of Inquiry 
 
Bob, 
  
Please keep in mind that I am speaking on behalf of myself, and not the Board with regards to 
this letter. 
 
In response to your original inquiry, copies were given to all Directors and you appeared at our 
March regular meeting to present it during public comment. At that meeting, I explained that you 
and I could meet to discuss your concerns, but did not feel that your questions warranted a full 
investigation of the Board.  Since that meeting, there has been no request from any of the other 
Directors to respond formally.  
 
The Board of Directors evaluates and monitors all expenses – including those from Price Postel 
and Parma, LLP.   While there may be allegations made against Price Postel and Parma, LLP, 
many of allegations have been dropped, and any remaining have not been decided. I believe that 
here in our country, all parties are considered innocent until proven guilty.  
 
At this point, I do not feel that there is any basis to pursue an audit on them. I have not seen 
anything that would cause question in their services to our District, and I believe that they are 
doing a very good job. 
 
Furthermore, I feel that there are many more priorities for the Board to address, than to engage in 
a witch hunt against Price, Postel and Parma. Requesting an independent audit or inquiry from an 
outside firm would take additional funds and staff time that I do not feel is warranted at this time.  
I would like to focus our attention on current fire conditions and threats to the community, 
strategic planning, and budgetary issues including District pensions. 
 
Your question about equipment – specifically – the use of smaller engines - will likely be 
addressed by the Strategic Planning Committee when they receive their Standards of Cover 
study.  
 
I apologize for any misunderstanding with regard to any expectations you may have had 
regarding additional Board actions or responses to your inquiry.   
 
Regards, 
  
John Venable 
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MONTECITO FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

MINUTES FOR THE SPECIAL MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Held at Fire District Headquarters, 595 San Ysidro Road, 

June 10, 2013 at 2:30 p.m. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Director Venable at 2:32 p.m. 
 
Present: President Venable, Vice  President Keller, Secretary Powell, Director Jensen, and 
Director Sinser. Chief Hickman and District Counsel M. Manion were also present. 
 

1. Public comment:  Any person may address the Board at this time on any non-
agenda matter that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Montecito Fire 
Protection District. (30 minutes total time is allotted for this discussion.) 

Denise Jarman, an insurance attorney representing Ivana Noel, reviewed the issues 
relating to financing her rebuild and other impacts affecting her on the Upper Hyde Road 
project. 

2. Staff presentation on history of Tea Fire rebuild policies. 
 
Mark Manion reviewed the history of the Tea Fire Rebuild process including: the terms 
of the Agreement for the issuance of Fire Protection Certificates which was signed by all 
property owners on Upper Hyde Road; a private agreement between property owners  
(that the Fire District is not a party to); the acquisition of the DeSitter easement; the 
formation of Upper Hyde Road (UHR) Community Facilities District (CFD) No. 2011; 
alternative access approach to rebuilds adopted in November of 2012; differences 
between the new approach and the rebuilds on UHR; and reviewed the UHR CFD 
options.   
 
Chief Hickman reviewed reasons that access improvements are important including the 
need for 2 lane access for evacuations and response into the areas, and the protection of 
life and property. He referenced injuries to two Upper Hyde Road residents which may 
have resulted due to inadequate driveway and road conditions.  
 
Chief Hickman advised that the District is currently approaching rebuilds in the same 
way Santa Barbara County approaches rebuilds. Ms. Noel has been issued an FPC, but 
the anomaly to utilizing the alternative approach on UHR is the existence of the CFD and 
the existence of a binding agreement between the residents and the District.  
 
The Board discussed the options they could pursue to best assist the residents on UHR, 
including: the dissolution of the UHR CFD; modification of the agreement between the 
District and the residents; and/or allowing for requests for modifications. If the Board 
chose to dissolve the UHR CFD, the District could lose approximately $76,000 which 
would otherwise have been repayed to the District at the time bonds were issued by the 
CFD 
 
Public comment: 
  



Montecito Fire Protection District   
Draft Minutes for Special Meeting, June 10, 2013 
Page 2 
 

Mr. Collis explained issues related to completing the necessary engineering, which has 
delayed the process of moving forward. He felt that many were forced into it as they had 
no other options and many of the residents didn't fully understand the consequences of 
the agreements they entered into. The newest engineering plans may provide cost 
savings. 
 
Michael Collins reviewed the reasoning behind the resident's pursuit of the Mello-Roos 
CFD, particularly financing aspect. He stated that nobody liked it, but there were no real 
alternatives.  
 
Katherine Lane Collis stated that they were "guestimating" the costs to improve the road, 
but first engineering estimates were as high as $2.5 million, making it impossible for the 
residents higher up on the road. They were advised it was over-engineered, and sought 
out another engineer.   
 
Denise Jarman stated that delayed engineering may cause Ivana Noel to lose her SBA 
loan.  
 
Arthur Von Wiesenberg supports the District allowing for modification requests that do 
not require the full build out of the road. 
 
Chuck Thomason asked how long would it take to dissolve the Mello-Roos CFD. Mr. 
Manion stated that it is unknown, and that special counsel would have to determine the 
timeline. 
 
Paula Speigal advised that when they bought their home they knew they were buying in 
an earthquake zone and in a high fire area, and chose to live there anyways. She 
questioned the issue of trying to assist the residents getting back into their property, 
versus improving the areas to prevent problems and increase safety for future.  
 
Henry Childs reported that he had previously served on the Fire District Board and feels 
that Mello-Roos is centered around making it safer versus getting people back in their 
homes. He urged the Board to support leniency and that it be applied immediately to all 
rebuild applicants. He suggested that full enforcement of code requirements could be 
applied to new projects, or projects with a new scale.  
 
Kai Hoffman asked about modifications requests. Chief Hickman advised that the 
modifications allowed to Mr. Hoffman include allowing him to have pinch points, 
turnouts and visibility with distances that are reasonable. He is still willing to meet with 
Mr. Hoffman and discuss the requirements for his road, adding that portions of his road 
narrow down to 11 feet in some areas.  
 
Ivana Noel advised that the District took the Type 1 engine up to her property and took 
45 minutes, but the Type 3 could get there more quickly. She recognizes that there would 
be a delay in service with the road as it is, adding that her FPC has included turn arounds 
which will improve access to her residence.  
 
The Board took a recess at 4:20 p.m., reconvening at 4:30 p.m. 
 
The Board took no action. 
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3. Provide direction to staff on how to proceed with Tea Fire rebuild policies. 

 
The Board continued discussion regarding the District’s rebuild policies, issues relating 
to the Mello-Roos CFD, potential District liabilities, and how best to move forward.  
 
On a motion made by Director Keller, seconded by Director Sinser, the Board 
unanimously: (1) appointed Director Powell to serve as a liaison between the Board and 
the residents of UHR; (2) requested that Director Powell meet with the Fire Chief and 
Fire Marshal to review the District’s policies and determine how they compare to those of 
other agencies, and (3) appointed Director Powell to work with the UHR property owners 
to determine how best to address the Mello-Roos CFD issues and existing agreements.  
The Board advised that the goal is to have a report and recommendation for the July 
meeting. 
 

4. Fire Chief’s Report.  
 
(1) The District has received submissions for Qualifications for a Standards of Cover 
Study and a Comprehensive Community Risk Assessment Study and hard copies of all 
submissions were provided to the Strategic Planning Committee members. 
 

5. CLOSED SESSION - Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation 
(Government Code Section 54956.9(a)).   

 
Name of Case: Montecito Agricultural Foundation, an Unincorporated Association vs. 
Montecito Fire Protection District; Board of Directors of the Montecito Fire Protection 
District; and DOES 1-10 Respondents, Petan Company, a California Limited Partnership; 
Palmer G. Jackson; and DOES 11-20, Real Parties in Interest, Santa Barbara Superior 
Court Case No. 1401924. 

The Board entered into closed session at 5:55 p.m., and reconvened at 6:10 p.m. 

Mark Manion reported that the Board unanimously authorized District Counsel to 
execute a settlement agreement related to the pending litigation between the Montecito 
Agricultural Foundation and the Montecito Fire Protection District. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:11 p.m. 
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MONTECITO FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
MINUTES FOR THE SPECIAL MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Held at Fire District Headquarters, 595 San Ysidro Road, 
June 17, 2013 at 3:00 p.m. 

 
The meeting was called to order by Director Venable at 3:08 p.m. 
 
Present: President Venable, Vice President Keller, Secretary Powell, Director Jensen, and 
Director Sinser. Chief Hickman and District Counsel S. Basham were also present. 
 
1. Public comment:  Any person may address the Board at this time on any non-

agenda matter that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Montecito Fire 
Protection District. (30 minutes total time is allotted for this discussion.) 

There was no public comment 

2. Fire Chief's report. 

(1) Reviewed significant calls from May; (2) Hands only CPR at South Village on 6/4; 
(3) Traffic control training on 6/13;  (4) MERRAG participation with traffic control 
during the Amgen event; (5)  Casa Dorinda emergency preparedness training; (6) 
Communication system installation at Gibraltar Peak; (7) repeater installation on Diablo 
Peak; (8) Progress of Tea Fire rebuild research with Director Powell and Chief Gregson; 
(9) Strike team response to Powerhouse incident; (10) mailing of fire prevention and 
hazard abatement notices; (11) Fire Prevention Officer’s subcommittee of Santa Barbara 
County  Fire Chief’s Association; (12) grant funding application for fire prevention; (16) 
Fire Chief’s vacation from 7/27 – 8/7; and (13) explanation of false alarm responses. 

3. Board of Director’s report. 

Director Venable reported that he and Director Sinser attended the MERRAG traffic 
control training where they learned about safety concerns, directing traffic, cone 
placement and how to light flares. He felt it was a worthwhile training session. 

4. Report from the Finance Committee (Copy of Agenda for Finance Committee 
Meeting Attached). 

Director Venable advised that there were no conclusions or specific findings made at the 
last Finance Committee meeting, and he requested that Director Sinser meet with the 
Chief and Accountant before they schedule another Finance Committee meeting. Director 
Sinser reported that he is meeting independently with experts in the field.  

Chief Hickman reviewed the direction that CalPERS is taking to address their previous 
investment losses which contributed to the District’s unfunded liability.  

Director Sinser requested up to three months for the Finance Committee to better 
understand the unfunded liabilities before they can make a recommendation to the Board 
on how to proceed. 
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5. Adopt price and population factors for fiscal year 2012-2013 appropriations limits. 

District Counsel Susan Basham explained that this decision is required by the 
Government code to accept certain factors which ultimately set the appropriation limits.  

Chief Hickman and Charlene Lim reviewed how this action affects the revenues the 
District is allowed to spend, and advised that there are two options to select from to 
determine what the limit should be. Chief Hickman recommended that the Board choose 
the percentage change in population within the “unincorporated” area. 

On a motion by Director Keller, seconded by Director Venable, the Board unanimously 
adopted the percentage change in California per Capita personal income of 3.77% and the 
.063% change in population within the unincorporated area for the price and population 
factors to be used in computing of the District’s Proposition 4 limit for fiscal year 2012-
13 by the following roll call vote: 

Ayes:   R.J.Jensen, J. Venable, D. Newquist 
Noes:  None 
Abstain: None 
Absent: None 

6. Adopt price and population factors for fiscal year 2013-2014 appropriations limits. 

On a motion by Director Keller, seconded by Director Jensen, the Board unanimously 
adopted the percentage change in California per Capita personal income of 5.12% and the 
1.07% change in population within the unincorporated area for the price and population 
factors to be used in computing of the District’s Proposition 4 limit for fiscal year 2013-
14 by the following roll call vote: 

Ayes:   R.J.Jensen, J. Venable, D. Newquist 
Noes:  None 
Abstain: None 
Absent: None 
 

7. Adopt Resolution 2013- 10 regarding the Preliminary Budget for FY 2013-14.  

Chief Hickman reviewed the current proposed preliminary Budget and reviewed some of 
the differences compared to the previous year’s final budget.  He stated that only 
essential mission critical items are included in the preliminary budget, and it is based on 
zero percent increase on the District’s assessed value.  

On a motion made by Director Venable, seconded by Director Sinser the Board 
unanimously adopted Resolution 2013- 10 regarding the Preliminary Budget for FY 
2013-14 by the following roll call vote|:  

Ayes:   R.J.Jensen, J. Venable, D. Newquist 
Noes:  None 
Abstain: None 
Absent: None 

The Board took a recess at 4:30 p.m. and reconvened at 4:37 p.m. 
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8. Provide direction regarding Community Outreach Committee recommendation that 
the Board of Directors volunteer monthly to attend the meetings of the Montecito 
Water District, the Montecito Sanitary District, the Montecito Association and 
MERRAG if possible. 
 
Director Keller explained that it was the Community Outreach Committee’s 
recommendation that Directors voluntarily attend the Montecito Water District, 
Montecito Sanitary District, Montecito Association and MERRAG meetings as a means 
of having a better exchange of information. 

 
Public Comment: 
 
Sally Jordan stated while it is desirable for the District to do outreach at other 
organizations, Directors should only represent themselves at other meetings, not the 
entire Board. 
 
After the Board discussed the recommendation, Director Keller made a motion to accept 
the recommendation of the Community Outreach Committee to have Board of Directors 
volunteer monthly to attend the meetings of the Montecito Water District, the Montecito 
Sanitary District, the Montecito Association and MERRAG when possible. The motion 
was seconded by Director Sinser. The motion failed 3 to 2. Aye votes: Director Keller, 
Director Sinser. Nay votes: Director Venable, Director Jensen. Abstention: Director 
Venable. 

 
9. Approval of Minutes of May 20, 2013 Regular Meeting. 

After reviewing the minutes and recommending punctuation corrections, and the addition 
of the word “Minutes” to the header, the Board approved the Minutes of May 20, 2013 
Regular Meeting as amended on a motion made by Director Sinser, seconded by Director 
Sinser. Aye votes: Director Sinser, Director Powell, Director Venable, and Director 
Jensen. Abstention: Director Keller. 
 

10. Approval of Minutes of May 29, 2013 Special Meeting. 

On a motion made by Director Jensen, seconded by Director Powell, the Board approved 
the Minutes of May 29, 2013 Special Meeting. Aye votes: Director Sinser, Director 
Powell, Director Venable, and Director Jensen. Abstention: Director Keller. 

11. Approval of District warrants and claims. 

After an explanation of how payments are processed and how funds are transferred, as 
well as payments for Branch out tree care, Pauletto Electric, business expenses, gas 
charges, household supplies, fire assignments, reimbursements, CalPERS, and Aflac, the 
Board unanimously approved the District's warrants and claims on a motion made by 
Director Keller, and seconded by Director Powell. 

12. Suggestions from Directors for items other than regular agenda items to be included 
for the July Regular Board meeting. 
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Director Powell asked that a report on his research regarding the Upper Hyde Road 
rebuilding issues be added. 

13. CLOSED SESSION - Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation 
(Government Code Section 54956.9(a)).   

 
Name of Case: Montecito Agricultural Foundation, an Unincorporated Association 
vs. Montecito Fire Protection District; Board of Directors of the Montecito Fire 
Protection District; and DOES 1-10 Respondents, Petan Company, a California 
Limited Partnership; Palmer G. Jackson; and DOES 11-20, Real Parties in Interest, 
Santa Barbara Superior Court Case No. 1401924. 

The Board did not meet in closed session. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:26. 
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    Flag Etiquette Revised Date: 
    6/3/04 

Approved by: ______________________  Initiated by: ____________________ 

 
PURPOSE:  The purpose of the Flag Etiquette Policy is to ensure proper display 

and handling procedures for the Flag of the United States of 
America. 

 
RESPONSIBILITY: It is the responsibility of all members of the Montecito Fire 

Protection District to be familiar with this policy and observe and 
display proper respect toward the National Flag and National 
Anthem and respond accordingly. 

 
POLICY: It is the policy of the Montecito Fire Protection District to adopt the 

following procedures regarding the Flag Etiquette. 
 
PROCEDURE: 
 
The Captain/Acting Captain will be responsible for the proper display of the national flag at 
their respective station. 
It    shall    be    the    r esponsibility    of   the Captain/Acting Captai n   to   periodically   
inspect   the condition of the National flag. 
 
Flag Etiquette 
 
The United States Flag  shall be raised from  sunrise to sunset on al l days that w eather 
permits.  
Always hoist the U.S. flag briskly. Lower it ceremoniously. 
When the U.S. flag is used to cover a casket, it should be so placed th at the union is at the 
head and over the left shoulder. The flag should not be lowered into the grave or allowed to 
touch the ground. 
When a flag becomes unfit for service, it shall be replaced with a new flag and the old flag 
returned  to the Deputy Fire Chief for proper disposal. 
 
Half-Staff Procedures 
 
One or more of the following criteria must be met before lowering the flag to half staff: 
 

1. At all times when advised by Federal, State and/or County agencies. 
 
2. Upon the death of any presently employed or any retired member of the 

Montecito Fire Protection District; from the day of death to and including the 
day of the service. 
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3. Upon the death of any Montecito Fire Protection Director or former Director; 
from the day of death to and including the day of the service. 

 
4. Upon the line of duty death of any active fire service employee within the state 

of California; from the day of death to and including the day of the service. 
 

5. Upon the line of duty death of any public safety employee within the tri-
counties; from the day of death to and including the day of the service. 

 
All other requests for lowering the flag not covered by the above items shall require 
approval of the Fire Chief. District Board approval. 

 
When Flown At Half Staff 
 

1. The U.S. flag should be first hoisted to the peak for a moment and then lowered 
to the half staff position.  

2. The flag should be again raised to the peak before it is lowered for the day. 
 
 




